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BWF BEGINS ADOPTION OF SYNTHETIC FEATHER SHUTTLECOCK
FOR LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY
Badminton World Federation (BWF) has approved the use of synthetic feather shuttlecocks
at BWF International sanctioned tournaments of all levels from 2021.
Following this decision, BWF has made it possible for shuttlecock manufacturers to seek
approval under the BWF Equipment Approval scheme for versions of their synthetic feather
shuttlecocks to be used in international competitions.
The first synthetic shuttlecock approved by BWF has been developed with the technological
cooperation of Yonex in an effort to increase sustainability within the sport.
Extensive testing of various prototypes was conducted during the development phase of
the project with Yonex, with new synthetic feather shuttles finally being tested at three
BWF sanctioned international tournaments last year.
Feedback indicated that the Yonex synthetic feather shuttle was more durable and
economical compared to a traditional natural feathered shuttle, whilst at the same time
providing a very similar flight and performance.
During the various tests it was discovered that the synthetic feather shuttle could reduce
shuttlecock usage up to 25 percent, providing a significant environmental and economic
edge for badminton going forward.
Off the back of the testing, the BWF has now granted approval for the synthetic feather
shuttlecock to be used in an official capacity at any international BWF sanctioned
tournament from the beginning of 2021.
It will be up to the various tournament hosts in cooperation with any brands having an
approved synthetic feather shuttlecock available, to decide in which tournaments the new
synthetic feather shuttlecock version will be used.
It is to be expected that there will be an implementation period of a number of years
before the synthetic feather shuttlecock will be more widely used as the production
capacity and general availability of new synthetic products will slowly increase to cover
the expected demand.
BWF is also now updating the general technical approval criteria within the Equipment
Approval Scheme to ensure that any acceptable technical differences between synthetic
and natural feather shuttlecock can be embraced within the approval process.

The most important area is that the flight and playing properties are very similar, while at
the same time ensuring that minor technical criteria does not create barriers for the
introduction of new synthetic products.
BWF Secretary General Thomas Lund said this announcement is a positive step for the
sport.
“The vision is to ensure the long-term sustainability of badminton and become less
dependent of using natural feathers for shuttlecocks.
“We heard from some of the elite players involved in the testing of the Yonex synthetic
feather shuttlecock that they were able to adjust to the slight variances between the
synthetic feather version and the traditional natural feather shuttlecock quite quickly, so
that is great news for the performance of the shuttle.
“We are naturally thrilled by the outcome of the project and we look forward to the
synthetic feather shuttle evolving even further. A big thank you must go to Yonex for their
hard work, innovative thinking and dedication to the cause over the last five years.
“We believe this leads to greater acceptance and widespread use of synthetic feather
shuttlecocks from 2021 and beyond.
“Moreover, we strongly believe that this new synthetic feather shuttlecock product can
provide a unique platform for the future growth of badminton and we hope to get strong
support from our players and other stakeholders within the badminton community.” Lund
said.
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ABOUT BWF
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) is the international governing body of the sport of
badminton, recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the
International Paralympic Committee (IPC). It was originally the International Badminton
Federation (IBF) which was founded on 5 July, 1934, before being rechristened the
Badminton World Federation in 2006.
The purpose and objectives of BWF include regulating, promoting, developing and
popularising the sport of badminton throughout the world and organising, conducting and
presenting international events at the highest level.
The BWF’s vision is to make badminton a leading global sport accessible to all – giving
every child a chance to play for life. Its mission is to lead and inspire all stakeholders; to
deliver entertainment through exciting events to drive fan experience; and to create
innovative, impactful and sustainable development initiatives.

BWF has its headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, with 193 Member Associations
worldwide.
Poul-Erik Høyer is the BWF President and Thomas Lund is the BWF Secretary General.
Websites: www.bwfbadminton.com and www.bwfcorporate.com.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bwfbadminton

